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Introduction 

This document describes the procedures and results of the pretest of the development 
kitchen garden manual. The main purpose of the pretest was to test the overview of 
manual, respond challenges of kitchen garden, applicable of local culture, climate and 
weather condition. The pretest was conducted in last week of January 2004, one month 
following the end of the first consultation meeting. The data-collection period for pretest 
was two days. 


Objective 

The purpose of this pretest is to assess the useability, clarity, and effectiveness of the 
kitchen garden manual developed by Scaling Up Nutrition Movement in Somaliland and 
supported from Food Agriculture Organization (FAO) of united nation (UN). The 
feedback gathered from this pretest will guide any necessary revisions to enhance the 
manual’s overall quality and stander before its final release. 


Participants: 

project beneficiary are the main participants, and around 40 participants of mainly 
women and man, and also, including individuals with varying levels of gardening 
experience, was selected for this pretest. Participants were drawn from demographic 
information, e.g., age, sex, educational background and kitchen garden experiences. 


Methodology 

Pretests was conducted through a combination of individual interviews, questionnaires 
and focus group discussion. Participant were provided with a copy of the kitchen garden 
manual and asked to go through its content and body. During the pretest, participants 
were encouraged to share their thoughts on the clarity of instructions, sequences, the 
comprehensiveness of information, and any areas that needed improvement. 


Key Areas Assessed: 


Clarity of Instructions: 

Participants were asked to provide feedback on how clearly the instructions were 
presented in the manual. Were the steps easy to understand, and were there any 
confusing or ambiguous sections? 


Comprehensiveness of Information: 

Participants were assessed on their understanding of key concepts related to kitchen 
gardening. Did the manual cover all essential topics, or were there any gaps in 
information? 
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User-Friendliness: 
The overall user-friendliness of the manual was evaluated, including the organization of 
content, use of visuals, and accessibility of information. 


Content: 

Participants ware ask the following questions. is the content consistent with the objective 
of effecting understanding of nutrition priorities in Somaliland? Is the content beneficial 
to the target audience? Does it adequately relay the needed knowledge, attitudes and 
skills required for mainstreaming of nutrition actions for nutrition outcomes? 

Relevance to Target Audience: 

Participants were asked whether the content of the manual was relevant and helpful to 
their specific needs and gardening goals. 


Findings 
Based on the pretest, the following key findings were identified: 


Positive Feedback: 
i, Participant appreciated the clear and concise language used in the manual. 
ii. The inclusion of visuals and illustrations was praised for enhancing 
understanding, reading and using. 


Areas for Improvement: 

i. Some participants suggested including more detailed information on specific 
crop varieties and their cultivation requirement, nutritional value and cooking 
method. 

ii. A few participants found certain sections to be overly technical and 
recommended simplifying the language 

iii. Some participant suggested to use more pictures rather than words. 


User-Friendliness: 
Overall, the manual was considered user-friendly, but a few beneficiaries and 
experts suggested to add more pictures and paragraphs. 


Conclusion 

The pretest provided valuable insights into the strengths and weaknesses of the kitchen 
garden manual. The feedback received will be instrumental in enhancing the manual’s 
effectiveness, ensuring that it becomes a valuable resource for individuals interested in 
kitchen gardening. 


Recommendation 
After revisions are complete, final review will be conduct to ensure that all feedback has 
been addressed and the manual meets the highest standards of quality. 
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